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Kindergarten Teachers’ Implicit Theories of High Quality

Teacher—child Interaction in Teaching Activities
Li Li' Wei Yuhua’? Zhang Changying'
'College of Education Jiangsu University of Technology Changzhou 213001 China
’Fanhuashijia Kindergarten of Hefei City of Anhui Province Hefei 230601 China
Abstract The quality of teacher—child interactions is an important index in evaluating the quality of

kindergarten education. Kindergarten teachers’ understanding of the features of high quality teacher—child
interaction in teaching activities determines the attitudes methods and manners of teachers’ treating with
children in teaching activities and the strategy and practice in improving teaching. Through the word as—
sociation method kindergarten teachers’ such implicit theories were studied. The results showed that
there were five representations of “features of high quality teacher—child interaction in teaching activities”
in kindergarten teachers’ mind active teaching verbal interaction high emotional investment in diversity
of interactive forms high educational sensitivity of emotion and ability in the teaching process arranging
children’s learning scientifically focusing on the improvement of children’s learning qualities. Discrepancy
existed in different types of teachers. In the future teachers’ understanding of the features of high quality
teacher —child interaction should be stressed and other features such as prediction and guidance of
children’s behavior appropriately —having different expectations for different children should be included
in kindergarten teachers’ such implicit theories. Meanwhile to solve the differences between implicit concepts
and practical interaction strategies like reducing the class scale and increasing mental state language and
expression of emotion words in teaching should be considered.

Key words teacher—child interaction implicit theories word association method



