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The Quality and Types of Kindergarten Teachers’ Language Input:

A Three-Dimensional Analysis of Teacher-Child Interactions
LIU Haidan, BAI Jie
(Faculty of Education, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062 China)
Abstract: Language acquisition in early childhood is a natural process deeply rooted in meaningful
interactions. Within the integrated curriculum framework, early childhood language education advocates for
the unification of learning language and learning through language, prioritizing teachers’ role in
enhancing language input quality to bridge children’s progression from everyday social language to
academic language. This study examined the quality and types of language input provided by 30 senior-
class kindergarten teachers during group language activities, analyzing them along three key dimensions:
conceptual, linguistic, and interactive. Findings revealed that teachers exhibited limited use of
decontextualized language and low linguistic complexity. They predominantly relied on modeling strategies
such as repetition and clarification, while rarely employing elicitation strategies like extension or formative
feedback to scaffold children’s language comprehension and application in sustained dialogues. Overall,
their practices lagged behind children’s developmental needs. Teachers’ language input can be
categorized into three types: extended, limited, and closed. Children exposed to extended input
demonstrated optimal language development, whereas those in the closed group showed the weakest
outcomes. Deficiencies in conceptual and interactive dimensions were prominent among teachers in the
latter two categories, critically constraining children’s language growth. Teachers’ language input quality
was significantly influenced by their beliefs about language, language development, and language
education. Future efforts should deepen teachers’ language perspective by focusing on what to talk,
identify cross-curricular integration anchors: refine teachers’ language development perspective to optimize
which linguistic forms to employ, thus enable children’s authentic acquisition of meaning and form
through communication; internalize teachers’ language education perspective to transcend how to talk,
thereby actualizing integrated language education reform.
Key words: teacher language input; teacher-child interaction; decontextualized language; language
complexity ; language interactive strategies
(AL 4 F)



