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The logic of Care Between Teachers and Children: Teacher—Child
Interactions in Kindergarten Dietary Education

LIU Qian' WANG Zheng-yang’ LIU Jing’
(1. Center for Studies of Sociological Theory and Method Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China;
2. School of Early Childhood Education Beijing Institute of Education Beijing 100120 China;
3. The China Soong Qing Ling Science & Culture Ceter for Young People Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract Based on a long-term observation of the dietary education in the daily life of a
kindergarten this paper explores the essence of the relationship between teachers and children using the
concept of “care” from medical anthropology. The risk of care in education is manifested in the separation
between the worlds of teachers and children: adults plan children’ s dietary routines according to institutional
requirements  scientific rationality and management logic while children construct their own dietary world
through embodied experience and the experiential logic. Under this risk there also exists the possibility of
care between teachers and children. Teachers train children in social rules transmit individual experience
and embed children into socio-temporal contexts via dietary practices. Children imitate and speculate on
teachers’ intentions and interact with them. The care relationship between teachers and children has been
enriched by the addition of physical sensations and emotional exchanges to the previous moral and ethical
concerns creating a richer meaning of care in terms of its existential temporal and relational dimensions.
Existentially adults invite children and embed them into the lifeworld. Temporally both coexist in a historical
yet future-oriented continuum. Relationally they take care of each other in the midst of an uncertain future
and risks exploring the essence of each other’s lives.
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